CCNSTTIUTICN of the 
KECKAFOO TRADITIONAL TRIBE OF TEXAS 


PREAMBLE 

* Virtue <* — sovereign 
Indian Reorganizaticn Act of <xnferred ^ the 

97-429, do hereby oroaSze L H^ 11 ' i 48 ***' 984) ' “** Public law 
Tribe of Oklahoma for^ fram 016 Kickapoo 

and control ouTown aSdST f* its «»**». to direct 
for ourselves and our chiidr-on ^rv-j 4 . anc * c ^ eve lcp cur land and resources 
cultural identity of the Band ' Sd lpolitical integrity and 

Constitution for the Texas RanH £° r th f se Purposes do adopt this 
Kickapoo Traditional Trihe^f Texas f Kickapo °' henceforth to be known as the 


ARTICLE I - JURISDICTION 


the 2 ?" ° f ^ hereinafter 

law, to all lands placed' ^ GImittQd federal 

97-429, known as the P Ki^»o^Vin^ pursuant to Public Law 

acquired by the Kickapoo Traditional 8 TH kJ^ ^dditicnal lands which may be 

be acquired by the United States and held^n *?. 311 lands 

other lands over which ** t f Jst /°f *» Tribe, and to all 

law. *** ^ exercise jurisdiction under federal 


ARTICLE II - N 


!2yU*»rciiM 


consist of’the^ll^^^^f 10 Kicka P°° Traditional Tribe of Texas shall 

(a) SkSTSule & «£ whose names appear cn the 

and to those ^ 

(b> ^4) C d^^iaSoo t ^iL^^“ a ^ *" m at least one-fourth 

are members of P o^r d f f<f^ ^ y 1 ^ c f^^ n T 0 ^ | Constitution, persons who 
degree Kickapoo InSan^S^ Indl ? n who are at least 1/4 

I) they SSLSfnT*^?^ 1 " “h. provided: 

resided within thej^i^eticn^f^>^ P J? l ^ he othe f Wta| 2 ) they have 
three ( 3 ) years; ?£,«.?* ^ 33 in Article i for 

Membership committee. application for membership is approved by the 



recognized as a meSS ^ ***> ^ enrolled or 

^enbership in such other unless he or she relinquishes 

TraditicnL Tribecjf T° llBlent with «* fOckapS 

relinquishment form property e^cutod^'u^S !? * Tribe a c0 * 1d itional 
Kickapoo Traditicml ^Se^^^f 1 ‘ of in the 

his or her name has been stricken fmi the ttet 

and regulatic^T by^di^^ to Prescribe rules 

matters pertaining to maifcership. i ^ rt with this Article governing all 

««• tribal ™*bers who^n^^ a Q ^*^P «ttee caused of 
Cauuittee member shall serve rrrm> V y® 31 * terms, except no 

Mxbership carmittee shall act cn all^H^ (2) consecutive terms. The 
rssues relating to membership. Decisic^^nf^Kl 0 !^^ P? Bbershi P ^ other 
appealed to the Traditicmai °^u?£. the Manbers hip Ocnmittee may be 

Persons appealing to the TradiH^i^rJ'* 11 ?? sha11 render final decisions, 
^titled to a hearing a^^roper^S^^ te 

COTmittee may be removed cnlv thrni J/fS* of Membersliip 

Article VI, section 4. Y thrcugh ^ recall procedure set out in 

ARTICIZ: III - GOVERNING BODY 

which sriil ^ wCcJI th the thsditichal fturhii 

&i? 3 sas 5 TtfjasfA' r-sr&s; 

Chairman, 2 ^ 2Sl™^Tf 

Cf wi^ 4 ^ • < . . 


Section!. Traditional Council Meetly 


(a> Sta*. o^STbc^ -tall 

Council wilXbe^SS i£ thfateS^ 2f ° f **" Traditicnai 

( ) Su" ®^««1 Ocuncil 
with ocncunwjTrf designated by the Chairman 

shall be given to Provided that notice 

days in *5™* «*** < 30 > 

and provided thatat least , plaoe of the meeting 

the Kickapoo Village. re 3 ular meetings shall be held at 



(C) Council *«y 

meetings shall be called bv the _^ lscretlcn ' except that special 
of a written reL^T S ** the Chaorinan within fifteen (lsTdays 

members. upcn refusal bv °5 Trad *ticnal Council 

within fifteen (15) days^upcn P 101 ^ 

the Traditional Counoil ° f 

exercise such authority. ™ traditional CfcuncU may 

“ STL ■’sss, ^ i 

the Traditional Suncil^T^ * «“ Chains of 

The chairman of the Traditional rvtmrH f aturda i r of November, 
the membership of the acti^ti ^^^n^H J lpresQrtt a re P° rt to 

Past year, and shall outline pSfcoeed plS^d^ °£!T Cil ° f ^ 
°“M5 Year. Notice of the for 

be qiven bv th« Membership Meeting shall 

thirty (30) days in adSnce/^ ° ^ T£ ^ ticnal Council at least 

(e) t^f • <*neral Mafcermhip 

SS tilt ^otS If^ Lionel c^if 

fourteen (14) days prior te ? iven at ieast 

petition signed by atTeast^ino i5 Cn rB ° el P t of a valid 

Chairman shall call a eligible voters of the Tribe, the 

forty-five (45) days of meeting within 


AKITCr£ IV - OTITES OF OFFICERS 


Section l . Chairman 


the Traditional^ Shai f P reside OVBr all meetings of 

have general responsibility ttsbusS^f”^^ Meeting and shall 
ail duties delegated tohLty “* sha11 P^orm 

the Chaiman. an nraaiticnal Oouncil. in the absence of 

TradiSanS^SiaiSl.^^ ^ mnan *** selected by a majority of the 


Section 2. 


Secretary 


2 ? accurate record of 

copies with the Tribal^ffSTas oubli^r^^ 10 ^ P 0 ? 10 * 1 ' ^ sha11 
duties as may be directadby P 61 * 01 ® **** other 

of the secretary M1 offic lal records 

hcurs « theSecretaryor Sc^Sr^dSi^e^^e^ 1 ^ tUSineSS 



Section 3 . Treasurer 


accurate account thereof; and stall ? om any scurce and keep an 
accordance with properly eSaita^L^ d^afcursenente of funds onl? in 
T*» Treasurer shallkeL of Traditional Council, 
accounts and shall J" s P ecial bank 
in an amount satisfactory to the Traditional Council 
shall te paid by theMta SS S2° U? of su* bend 
open for public insoecticn ■-? aalds . a ^ d accounts of the Tribe stall be 
the TreasurST hii^SSSS. ^ ^ in the presence 5 


AKi'iCLE V - ELECTIONS 

Section 1 . Regular Elections 

November 3 with^the* tTfill'a® 1 *® SatUrtiay ** 

years or ” ^ he for fo^T^ 

Traditional acuncil stall be selecttaby ^^ t a ^i^ alled - Meratier3 of the 


Secticn 2. Special Elections 


Constitution, it shall be called bv th^FT^H ^ 3,17 of this 

the Election Ordinance. All special^ec±iSi!f^^i 31x1 130 ^ 7ven ^ by 
possible time during the 3i ^l 1 te held at the earlieS 

thirty (30) days notice iTgi^. October threugh April, provided at least 


Section 3. Eligible Voters 


S? ‘ 11 ° f ^ aonst i tu ticn stall have 

iea ?L ei9hit * n < i8 > ^^irsrtiS^i ded ^ ud i i ^ ber: *> 13 at 

f 63 ^ 1 within ttajuriScticn^f the^ita^^ l,^. e ^ ection? ^ 2) has 
least three (3) years at the tl™ 10 Article I for at 

determined by a voter rrrH 2^ t ^ e e ^ ec tion« Residency shall be 

Ordinance. ^ VDt «^ **fr*r*ticn procedure to be set forth Site 5Scti« 


Section 4. Election Board and Ordinance 


(a) 


« tiSMSSi *s2f sss 1 " s- 

■-Uotto,, aim mm*m. «i«SS*3S»2 M1 S“i 1 s SS 



(b) 


sa^.^S 1 '* ass 

seiecr: a Chairman and Secretary fran a sera the Rc«rH 

Traditional Ocunc r l nay not be an ointed to the ElecticrTBoasd. ’ 

« 

With this Constitution. Su* U censistent 

£ assb. s ^.ss^rsxr&iyr 3 


Section 5. Salifications of Candidates 


SMss 1 ^sssss^^m to 


(a) 


(b) 

(c) 


W 


3=Ka£sar“ ~ 

™st be at lest thirty-five (35) years of age' 

SSuaTof^^ < SS2 - 1 5 a i? the united States or a 

dam tent luriadlctiJf^^^^ fin fi J ud 9ment of any court of 
^ ^natag ^a^'da^ int^ntienaliy harmed another 

trihal funda or property C to g hi!rOT'1’^^ converted 

SLlTS**?^ SL jl T^ diotion ? f the Tribe as defined in 
election in Miidi^fiS^ sShtf*” imediAteX ^ Preceding the 



Section 6. First Election 

Saturday 3 *" in^l^^^gg! 136 ** ^he EIecti^ Board for the third 

following the fSf'ei^n is installed 

constitute the Traditional ma * >ers designated below shall 

this ccnstitution. ° CUnci1 ' «* ^ exercise all pc**ars conferred by 

Raul Garza, AKA Makatecnenodua 
Juan B. Gonzales, AKA Kecheno 
Adolfo Anioo, AKA Penosaaua 
Pepe Trevino, AKA Pepisidia 
Vicente Iopez, AKA Chakapahthchah 

^ £ ^^onal Council reaving 

numbers shall serve fnT 2™ 5 ^ if* ^ *»»»* the renainim 

Traditional council shall Lrve 2 hereafter all members of the 

vote among three or^re^off^i^^^' , m the event of a tie 
after the chairman is elected ^ lowest number of Votes, 

drawing of lots amcng those ranaSdnr. 1 ^^ 0 " 35?*^ shaU supervise the 
tlv.se members who s^se^vT?w^!f^2r m ^ a with tie ^ to determine 

section 7, Installation of Traditional Council 

seven^f d^^Si^^t^ ^cS^^ 0081 0amcLL 31,311 take °ttl« within 


Section 8. 


°cnpensaticn 


® a *Ms ad ^f t °the T^iUonai y C^U^aT^t'd^L^Sf 113 ® caTpensat icn for 
funis. «u.ucnar council as it deems advisable from available 

«OTCIfi VI - VACANCIES, REK7VAL, JCRFEITORE, RECALL 
Section 1 .- vacancies 

Council shall acooint a beoane vacant, the Traditional 

to office to *arve^ ** ^ift caticns for election 

years remain ex “ pt if »» than two (2) 

position. 9 special election shall be held to fill the 



Section 2. Removal 


* -g£ “* “ ** «*•* 

ssr tiss Po, g X itSSs 

scheduler* ^ SrSSS *£ <S £f! at ^TSTvote £ 

designated meeting. The ansWBr 311 cheirges at such 

and any removed^^U: S 1 2 L?f H* ccuncil shall be fin*i 

of at least six years. ^ returnGC * to office for a period 

Section 3 . Recall 

eligible voters^ of tJ^^ibe^dGmaSi J* igned i ^ at least cne hundred ( 100 ) 
Traditional Council, Electicn d ^rf 1 ^Hh^ aI ^ ° f a m f lfcer ^ mesnbers of the 
the Election Board shall calf^'i!^ or A **** 13 Board, 

days. No Council mmfcer or other triS^fS?!^^ fort Y- five ( 45 ) 

least thirty percent nn*i my ^called unless at 

special i of the Tribe vote in the 

of recall. Recall of a Cornell 1x1 fa vor 

voters and rejected shall *“ been sufcmitted to the 

tenths. only cne official ff 3 * 0 for at least twelve ( 12 ) 

election. 7 off ^ial shall be considered for recall in any given 

ARTIOE VII - POWERS OP ORADITICNAL COUNCIL 

° f *»“' but not 

(25 U.S.C. 4 «r 16 of the Act of JUne 18 , 1 M 4 

to limitations Li£Si 0cuncil ^ect only 

including but not uStod to ttaTfoU^ States ' 

a. ^ negotiate with the Federal, State, and local governments; 

SaS u ?. £S^«’&1S2 ,°s?e “ r- 

approval is required; secretary f the Interior as long as such 

C ’ ^ ^ -y persto or 

secticn, of tritol landT °^ L 38 P rwided in this 

witheut the ccnsent of tto trito^ lands ' ^ other tribal assets 

Traditional Tribe of^^as; Pr ° jeCtS fOC ** ***** o£ the Kickapoo 


b. 


t * 

*n 



to purchase restricted IrxUanla^ personal including the pcwer 

f. To lease and make assignments of tribal i»rv* -i^ „ 

^ oc Tir:LDa - L iar » rn accordance with the law 

"• “ “* 5 ‘ “* '*>“*" ■“ “““ ~—l= affairs „ 
i. To appropriate funds; 

’■ ^T°L^r^ SS- S5SES t " ut iS *“•*** « a- 

purpose? resolutions or ordinances for this 

kl ' Ito le vy taxes and license fees; 

l. ^lude unauthorized persona frun la* within the jurisdiction of the 

m. To determine and relate tribal menfcerahip/ 

jurisdiction? ^ mallltain law **** order on lands within the Tribe's 

°* SurST 1 ^ ^ ^ ad ^tration of justice by establish^ tribal 

P- To oondatn lands for public purposes; 

q- To regulate the use and disposition of property; 

SaocSto, 81X1 SUbordinat « organizations and cooperative 

trUSt 31x1 ^^icted 

t. Tb regulate doaestic relations and other internal affaire of the Tribe; 

u. To appoint guardiare; 

v. To encourage arts a* crafts; 

w. To regulate tribal elections; 



X ' ““ 0Cnduct ° f <*• ^itional Ouncii itself and of tribal 

Section 2. Oarmittees and Beards 

23 SS^esSSiliSL SS T* °“ lciaIa ' dittoes or hoards 
Ite dutiS, r^SibiUti^faS^iL?? y *’! to* time to time. 

manbers or board maters shall be 

Secticn 3. Future Powers 

Traditional Council may exercise <51*7*1 
future be conferred by federal law. “ further powers as may in the 

ARTICIE VIII - TRIBAL ENACTMENTS 

o L X^S ^ ah f 1 te -»U- in 

duration shall be enfcodied in 0cur>cil of Uni ted or taiporary 

resolutions shall be for publifi££^jj. ^ ordinanoes «*» 

ARTICU: a - POPULAR PARndPAlTCN IN OOVERtMEOT 
Section 1. initiative 

eligible° e voters f of S^Trib^^t’shSlte tte a^ 168 "* 0ne hundred (100) 

Traditional Council to call 2 “ duty of 016 Chairman of the 

election for the pum*^of (4 ?> ^initiative 

f^juested by the iStStive, eS^ttoSt « w? U S ifie ? VC * ars ^ issue 
for the purpose of votirw *?? initiative election may be held 

capita payments. Tl»^itLtiv^ t ^+^ any tribal funds as per 

sffir^raurs 4 HaP s a 

«»««,, pr*«rly*S££ “ 

Section 2. Referendum 

ST" thT^ef o? i^r^^ eligible voters 

enacted or ^opoeSi ^ ^^tional Council, any 

- ^-s-T-am: sjrjss.-,.! 



receipt of theprtitSn (45) days of ^ 

and binding cn the Traditir^a?^!^< re ^ rei '3uni vote shall be conclusive 

(3o%, ^Tli^ K?i^L at 'T* 

serve to abrogate, modify or ararri Am/ **° refere ndum shall 

agreement. ^ ° r ***** *** Prcperly approved contract or 

2*& 5 i» «3SEK“SS\y; 'J£S2 V * ««ta shaii 

O^unoil ■wetinTor General MafcerS^^S^f oc ^ ecial T«diticnal 


Section 

members 

months. 


4 . 

and 


No initiative or 
rejected shall be 


referendum which has been submitted to the 
considered again for at least SSvT(i^ 


ARnci£ x - RIGHTS OF MEMBERS AND OTHER PERSCtB 


Tribe of Texas, in exercising its 


equal rights to life, liLrty, i^tHal^ ^,ff Artl ^ e 1 3,1311 
rescur ces and activities of the Tribe. pursuits, and the eccnctnic 

P8Mm n of 2 -niJ2f Kickapo ° Traiiticnal 
powers of self-^ovemnent shall not; 

(a) ^ frae <* ^iiq^cn 

of grievance; tJtsaceaDly as8€Eble and to petition for a redress 

(b) Violate the right of the rami a *- i 

bouses, papers and ^ec^^w^^ 118 ***** ****** , 

seizures, nor issue warrants H^ a ^f S L-i?? 8ascinablG searctl and 
oath or affirmation anrf u P cr \ probably cause, supported by 

<0 ’ SSS,,*" 1 ’ to f Mo. w 


(d) aapc any pancn ^ 

himself; 

(e) Tike 


any criminal case to be a witness against 


conpersaticn ; prlvata P^Perty for a public use without just 

(f) 2 ? p^bu^trST^to 1 U* right a ***** 



(g) 


(h) 


(i) 


^acmpolsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor ^ 

2, **”“ “ ^TsnLi*SSrofc522rs s 

SS SSS^2! e . b * 1 ili *"■“*" «■»•. Mil* cruel u 

Ss7= assaa s 

Deny to any person within its jurisdict ion the eoual nrrrt-«^*.w * 

gun* s.,^" “* ^ •* ^ 

Pass any bill of attainder or ex poet facto law; or; 


(j> 5T r^T °£,“ SLT^T 1 ^ 10 ** inpriaament 

persons. request, to a trial by jury of not less than six 


ARTICLE XI - APPEALS BOARD 

system or other °perma^ Council of a ocurt 

shall be established mecdianisn, an Appeals Board 

approval by the Secretary n-p 4 -k- t ^ mo after the adoption arri 

B^rTshan iteAppeS 

Ctuncil for four (4) year *V 016 Traditional 

two ( 2 ) consecutive seiVB f 0 " 

req^ementa as candidates for toe J* 3 ” 0 eligibility 

shall only hear am«i« ^.r r ? di r'? c>al 0cuncAi * Appeals Board 

menbera, and disputes regaling r^^rSf council 

regular ^ ^ecSl^setSST^f 5 th^n^H^fi °£!l i00 i? r ““ ealling of 

Membership, The AcDeSsBoarrt ° =uncil °r the General 

forth in thm n-« lm i 1 1 Tl! " Boarcl ?*y on ^y d ec i d e issues of procedure as set 

°5^°“' 8113 ***** of factTteS^i^s^ 

*»»*££ ss SSwTtf S'lSJET ** ““j K*5£ 

for appeals, irali*i 4 »w _ . . and regulations ocnoeming pro cedures 

to J^to 

present evidence and to cpportunity to 

shall be indecentot 4,„ . , . i ? enoe against him or her. Board members 

imtiativesT^SSSu^reSl^iU *** petiticM for 

Board may cnly be rtmovJi^^wh £k? GaU ^ of meetings. Members of the 
VI, section 4 y ^ Article 

the Appeals BoatoV^bcn thT ert^li^L-^ 11 *S n ° t 158 W>inW to 
dispute resolution nechS^lJith^S^?^^ 1 Lf 3784801 an ‘* /or other 

«a3^4S^^ l ^ a 2.sr' “ 



All 




^ at least w ^ ticn signed 

of the Traditional Council. UBon^L^irt 1 ^ Wters ' , or ** a “jority vote 
election shall be ^Slby tX of X ^! ed T ^ en f ent ' a 

applicable regulations. V Secretary of the Interior pursuant to 

£ib^ of •Ufltt- voters of the 

it shall in vote, 

ARnCL£ XIII - SAVINGS OAUSE 

^11°^^“ iT* fST 1 ^ 3 ^^f^ er ^^^ t ? a .^ aditicral OounoU 
inconsistent with this Constitution. ^ to extent they are 

ARnci£ XIV - SEVERABILITY 

jurisdiction*" to*" bTi^valid^^S^ a Federal O 0 ^ of ccnpetent 

law, tha remainder of the can«H^n+-i **° U * S * Const ^tution or federal 
effect. of the constitution ahaU ranain in full forSlS 

ARI’ICIE XV - ADOFTTCN 

^ VDt ? ° f the qualified voters 

that purpose by the Seaeta ^ 30 election called for 

f S? ral tegulatione, prided!* that^t l^^thJ oonducted Pursuant to 
entiued to vote cast baK in^t (30%) of 

a « lra ved by the Secretary of tha Interio^^ ' beoc “ effective when 



Pursuant to an order issued by John Geary, Acting Deputy to the 

^SV? 9 ° 8 r 9 * tary of th * fr^r 

- — -dU » the Constitution of the xickaooo 

Traditional Tribe of Texas, was submitted for adoption to the 

rfi Q°'4 th A^ kap0 ° Traditional * rib « Texas and 

' duxy adopted by a vote of 

^ nd — L* against, In an election in which at 
least thirty percent (30%) of the a persons entitled to 

vote cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian 
Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat. 984), as amended. 




I, 

Secretary 
authority 
18, 1934 

8.3., do 
tribe of 
provided, 
authorizing any 
to Federal law. 


Hitt] L Bbtft 


CERTIFICA3E OF APPROVAL 


Deputy to 
Services) , by 


the Assistant 
virtue of the 


- Indian Affairs (Tribal 

(48 stat. 984) , as amended, and delegated to ire bv 209 n m 
th^^L^ ?° nS ^5 iCn ° f ** Kicka P lx > Traditional 

that JfL ^ afpTOVal construed aL 

action under the constitution that would be contrary 



Deputy 
Indian 




££"*"■ M - 1 i 1969 


Assistant Secretary - 
fairs (Tribal Services) 



